SUMMARY Streptex was compared to routine laboratory identification methods available. The results from Streptex sometimes required several attempts before final identification could be achieved. In the main, group D streptococci other than Strep. faecalis failed to group with the Streptex antisera, and this method cannot therefore be used exclusively as a means of identifying this group of streptococci.
staphylococcal protein A coagglutination technique, which results in instant flocculation of the trypsinised streptococcal suspension. These methods depend on a supply of protein A and the homologous sera. Individual small-scale production of antisera for coagglutination methods would not be possible in a busy routine clinical laboratory.
Recently, Wellcome Laboratories have modified this coagglutination system by substituting polystyrene latex particles for staphylococcal protein A and using the enzyme pronase for the antigen extraction (Ederer et al., 1972) . This has been launched commercially as Streptex and is marketed for the identification of Lancefield groups A, B, C, D, F, and G.
We report our experience using Streptex and its reliability and performance when compared with our own established laboratory routine.
Method
Well-isolated colonies on blood agar were replated onto 5% horse blood agar with a bacitracin disc (01 unit) and incubated aerobically at 370C. At the same time an Islam's plate (Islam, 1977) , 1978) . Although this is contrary to the Streptex method, we feel it is necessary to employ pure cultures. The attempted identification of a suspected group A streptococcus from a plate with mixed normal flora may compromise the identification of that organism. This is because certain 'viridans' streptococci possess Lancefield group antigens, therefore yielding diverse and complicated coagglutination results.
In conclusion, we find the Streptex a useful laboratory tool provided that the above criticisms are borne in mind when interpreting the results. We thank Wellcome Ltd for the supply of Streptex.
